
George	Hrbek:	A	Life	In	Photos			
	

This	is	a	companion	piece	to	George	Hrbek:	The	Selma	Minister	Who	Built	a	White	Antiracist	Spiritual	
Community	in	Chicago,	by	Lynn	Burnett.	All	photos	and	documents	were	generously	offered	by	the	Hrbek	

family,	unless	otherwise	noted.		
	

	
	

George’s	parents	–	George	Edward	Hrbek	and	Bertha	(originally	Bozinka)	Kubelka	Hrbek	–	on	their	
honeymoon.	Catskills	Mountains,	1930.		



	
	

George,	age	5,	in	Warm	Springs,	Georgia.		



	
	

George	(left)	with	his	father	(standing),	grandfather	Kubelka,	and	his	baby	sister	Janet.	1936,	Catskills	
Mountains.		

	
	“When	I	was	six	years	old,	after	we	came	back	from	Warm	Springs	Georgia,	we	lived	in	a	place	called	
Roselle	New	Jersey…	my	dad	chucked	it,	and	said	‘We’re	moving	to	the	Catskills.’	He	hired	himself	out	as	a	
farmhand.	And	we	lived	on	five	acres	of	land,	in	a	house	that	had	no	indoor	heating	accept	the	fireplace.	
We	had	to	travel	about	sixty	yards	to	haul	water	from	a	spring.	My	dad	milked	the	cows,	fed	the	chickens,	
plowed	the	fields,	and	so	on.	I	went	to	a	one-room	school	house	with	seven	kids.	It	was	a	great	adventure	
for	me!	And	then	my	dad	said,	‘Ok,	I’m	ready	to	go	back!’	And	he	went	back	to	architecture.”	(About	this	
brief	period,	George’s	mom	said	that	his		father	needed	to	get	away	from	some	of	the	stresses	of	life,	and	
that	going	out	into	the	country	and	farming	was	his	dad’s	therapy.)	

	
	



	
	

From	left	to	right:	George	with	his	brother,	cousin,	and	sister	Janet.	
	
	
	

	
	



	
	
	
Family	portrait	taken	while	George	(standing)	was	in	high	school	in	Alabama,	age	16.	From	left	to	right:	his	
sister	Janet,	father,	mother,	brother	Howard,	and	youngest	sister	Althea.	Althea	died	when	she	was	six.	It	was	

a	tragedy	that	rocked	the	family.	
	
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George	(standing),	with	his	mom	to	the	left,	and	his	brother.		
(George	doesn’t	recall	who	the	woman	in	front	of	him	is.)		

	
	
	
	

	



	
	

George(on	left)	with	a	college	roommate,	1950.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George	“The	Frog”	Hrbek,	on	the	college	basketball	team,	1950.		
	

	“I	was	a	point	guard	on	the	team,	not	an	exceptional	scorer,	but	a	fairly	good	play	maker	and	even	better	
at	defense.	Indiana	was	a	great	State	for	basketball.	Every	game	at	home	was	packed	and	loud.	I	have	
many	stories,	but	the	one	I	like	to	tell	is	that	our	coach	knew	Adolph	Rupp,	coach	of	the	#1	team	in	the	
country.	We	were	a	very	small	college.	When	Kentucky	was	scheduled	to	play	Bowling	Green	in	Ohio,	that	
team	the	day	before	cancelled	because	the	majority	of	their	team	came	down	with	the	flu.	Rupp	called	our	
coach	saying	his	team	needed	to	play	a	game	and	asked	if	our	team	could	come	to	Bowling	Green	to	play	
Kentucky.	And	we	did!	What	a	thrill	for	us	to	play	a	team	with	3	All	Americans	and	4	players	that	had	
good	careers	in	the	NBA.	We	lost	112	to	56.	But	my	big	moment	was	when	I	made	a	half	court	set	shot	
just	before	the	buzzer	ended	the	first	half	.	.	.	Because	of	my	jumping	ability	and	form,	the	fans	started	
calling	me	‘THE	FROG.’	That	stuck	for	my	whole	3	years	playing.”															
	

	
	



	
	

George	(top)	during	a	trip	to	Canada	with	the	college	choir.	1951.		
	

“I	was	only	in	the	choir	for	a	year.	The	highlight	was	a	10	day	choir	trip	to	Canada,	Niagara	Falls	and	5	
Midwestern	cities	for	concerts,	where	we	performed	for	large	audiences	at	Lutheran	Churches	and	
venues.”	

	
	
	
	



	
	

Road	trip	to	Selma,	spring	of	1954,	with	John	and	Joe	Ellwanger	and	other	classmates.	Joe	is	at	the	far	left,	
George	is	second	from	left,	John	is	fourth	from	left.	The	Ellwanger’s	played	a	pivotal	role	helping	George	

settle	into	his	ministry	and	connect	with	Black	organizers	in	Selma.		
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George,	during	a	summer	job	in	1954,	working	on	a	cattle	ranch	in	North	Dakota.		
	



	
	

1956.	George	(third	from	right)	on	faculty	at	a	Lutheran	Parochial	School	in	inner	city	Saint	Louis,	after	he	
was	expelled	from	seminary.	He	taught	there	for	two	years,	both	as	a	teacher	and	basketball	coach,	before	

returning	to	seminary.	
	
“While	I	was	teaching	3rd	&	4th	grade	at	Zion	Lutheran	Church	parochial	School	in	St.	Louis	post	
expulsion	from	Seminary	(near	end	of	school	year)	the	senior	Pastor	of	the	congregation	had	a	major	
heart	attack.	The	associate	Pastor	asked	me	to	stay	on	as	a	student	intern	(vicar)	to	assist	with	pastoral	
ministry.	I	told	him	Seminary	would	never	approve.	He	responded,	‘Don't	worry.	I	will	show	the	Seminary	
who	the	power	In	the	Church	is.’	About	10	days	later	I	received	a	communication	from	the	Seminary	that	
I	had	been	reinstated	and	my	vicarage	approved.	I	served	Zion	in	that	capacity	for	a	year	and	returned	to	
the	Seminary	for	my	final	year.”																															

	
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



	
	

George,	with	his	sister	Janet	(playing	the	ukulele),	wife	Gert	(seated	to	the	right	in	the	checkered	shirt)	and	
cousins	Jeannie	Fields,	Helen	Krall,	Martin	Krall.					

	
	
	
	
	



	
	

Article	about	George	and	his	sister	Janet,	as	they	both	began	their	respective	careers.		



	
	

George	and	Gert,	celebrating	the	opening	of	his	Selma	church	in	1959.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

George,	during	his	Selma	years.		
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

George,	while	pastoring	in	Selma.		



	
	

George,	meeting	with	college	students	at	the	Mansion,	1968.	
	
	
	
	



	
	

A	gathering	outside	the	Mansion.	George	is	in	the	middle,	wearing	sunglasses.	Polaroid	photo	courtesy	of	
Mansion	participant,	Susan	Shemitis	Goldberg.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George	Hrbek’s	mentee,	Bill	Weed,	who	inherited	leadership	at	the	Mansion	shortly	after	this	photo	was	
taken.	Polaroid	photo	courtesy	of	Mansion	participant,	Susan	Shemitis	Goldberg.	Over	the	years	George	and	

other	Mansion	members	tried	to	reestablish	contact	with	Bill,	without	success.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

Gert	at	the	Mansion.	She	played	an	integral	role	building	the	community	there.	
(Photo	from	the	1969	Vanguard	article	by	George,	in	full	below.)	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

Mike	Koch	published	“Incite!”	out	of	the	basement	of	the	Mansion.		
Here,	George	officiates	his	wedding,	held	at	the	Mansion.		

(Photo	from	the	1969	Vanguard	article	by	George,	in	full	below.)		
	
	



	

	
	

A	collection	of	the	plays	put	on	at	the	Mansion,	by	Charles	Numrich.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

An	example	of	George’s	poetry.	



	
	

George,	third	from	left,	at	an	anti	Vietnam	War	protest.	1969.		
	

	
	

November,	1969.	The	Mansion	(here	called	by	it’s	official	name,	The	Chicago	Project),	was	under	evaluation.	
George	argues	for	its	continuation	on	the	following	page.		



1969:	Hoping	to	keep	the	Mansion	afloat,	George	lays	out	its	vision	and	its	impact.	
		

	



1969:	George’s	friend	Ted	Elbert	argues	for	the	continuation	on	the	Mansion.	Ted	and	his	wife	Joan	had	
introduced	George	to	Fred	Hampton,	and	George’s	connection	with	Fred	may	have	played	a	role	in	the	

church	pulling	support	for	the	project.		
	
	

		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George,	1971,	shortly	after	arriving	in	Cleveland.		
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

	
	



George	with	Hortensia	Allende,	1973.	
	

	
	

Cleveland,	1974.	George	Hrbek	offering	a	tortilla	Eucharist	to	farmworker	movement	leader	Eliseo	Medina,	
to	break	his	14-day	fast.	George	and	Eliseo	had	worked	together	supporting	migrant	rights	in	Altus,	

Oklahoma	during	the	mid-60s.	
	
	



	
	

1974	article	about	a	police	raid	on	a	fundraiser	“to	raise	bail	money	for	arrested	persons	with	no	resources	.	.	.	
Hrbek	says	he	was	arrested	when	he	‘objected	verbally	to	a	pregnant	woman	being	jostled	and	shoved	down	the	

stairs	by	three	policemen.’”				
	
	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	

George	receiving	the	Liberty	Bell	award	from	the	Cleveland	Bar	Association,	circa	1981.	His	wife	Stephanie	is	
on	the	left.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

1981	Cleveland	Lutheran	Messenger	article	about	George	being	named	Ombudsmen.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

A	homeless	advocacy	meeting	George	helped	organize,	along	with	the	mayor	of	Cleveland	in	November,	
1982.	George	is	second	from	right.	Image	by	David	Beach,	The	Plain	Press.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

1987	article	celebrating	the	ten-year	anniversary	of	the	Near	West	Side	Community	Youth	Theatre.	
	
	
	
	
	

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

George,	during	a	3	week	trip	to	Israel	and	Palestine.	1988.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	

1992	profile	of	George,	in	the	Plain	Press.	(Continued	on	next	page.)	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

Speaking	out	against	the	affordable	housing	crisis	brought	on	by	the	Reagan	era.	
	



	
	

Some	reflections	George	offered	after	9/11.	
	
	
	
	



	
	

2005	profile	of	George,	by	Grant	Segall.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

George	(Top	left)	presenting	an	LGBT	Heritage	Day	award,	2010.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	

George’s	parents,	circa	1981.		
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

1980	article,	about	George	“The	Can	Man”	Hrbek	(George’s	father,)	in	the	Birmingham	Post-Herald.	
	

	

	
	



Another	article	about	George’s	dad:	
	

	



Obituary	of	George’s	father’s	father.	
	

	
	
	
	



	
	

George	and	his	mom.		
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

	“My	son	Tom	gave	me	this	shirt	on	my	88th	birthday....	I	wear	it	often,	especially	at	gatherings.”	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

June	20,	2021:	George	Hrbek,	celebrating	his	90th	birthday!		


